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A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL
We hope that everyone had a pleasant Christmas.
Membership of the Club is still £12 per year – something that has not gone up! However, you will be
pleased to know that if you rejoin before the end of January, you can do so for just £10. If you can
manage to persuade a friend to join at the same time, then they can join for £10 as well.
For our first meeting of the New Year, Graham has promised to come and present one of his quizzes,
which have been very popular in the past. Don’t worry how much or how little gardening knowledge you
have – there is normally a booby prize as well.

Our website address is: www.glynneathgardeningclub.com

If you could come a little earlier than 1 pm it would give us more time for a cuppa, to renew
subscriptions, and to return your voting forms for the trips you fancy in 2014, before the quiz starts.
We very much look forward to seeing you.
Margaret & Isobel

SOME DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Friday afternoons – 1 pm
Glynneath Training Centre

Friday 24th January

GARDENING QUIZ, presented by Graham Morris
Renew your membership before the end of January for £10.
Bring back your voting forms for the trips in 2014.

Friday 14th February

IVOR MACE –
“Growing vegetables for the kitchen and the Show”
Ivor is a national champion vegetable grower and an excellent
speaker – not to be missed.

Friday 21st March

BEN MULLEN, Brecknock Wildlife Trust
“Nature Reserves of the Upper Tawe Valley”

Friday 25th April

CHRIS DAY – “Heritage Seeds and Seed Saving”
Chris is Head Gardener at Rheola and will be happy to
provide an update on progress there.

Friday 23rd May

MARY WILLIAMS, Crime Reduction Adviser, S Wales Police
Scams and Rogue Traders – how to avoid them and what to
do when we’ve been ‘had’
Followed by a plant swop – bring what you have and take home
Margaret
something
new. & Isobel

SOMETHING NEW
A NEW YEAR
A NEW SEASON –
HOW ABOUT TRYING SOME “NEW” VEGETABLES?
I read an article some time ago about trying new varieties of vegetables; not completely new, but new to the
writer. He said he sticks with about 90 per cent of tried and tested varieties each year, but attempts
something new every season. Over the last few years I have tried this idea, with some real successes, and
some complete failures!
SUCCESSES
1.

Runner Bean “Moonlight”
Over the last two years, Keith and I have grown runner bean “Moonlight” with excellent results. It
is a cross between a French bean and a runner bean. It has white flowers and seed, is stringless
and partly self-pollinating, giving high yields in poor summers, and it freezes well.
Seed will be available in the Allotment Shop from February onwards.

2.

Brassicas – Club root resistant varieties
Over the past 4-5 years I have tried some club root resistant varieties in my “club root infested”
plot. The following gave club root free plants:
Winter cabbage
Cauliflower
Brussel sprouts

-

Kilaxy and Kiliton
Clapton
Cryspus.

As yet, no club root resistant summer cabbage is available.
3.

Tomato – Cedrico
In 2013, as well as the tried and tested “Shirley” tomatoes, I tried Cedrico, a variety I first saw in
the Malvern Show. The results were outstanding, the best tomato I’ve ever grown.
Unfortunately, for some unknown reason, it is not now available. (It is advertised by Medwyn
Williams but on enquiring, it was not available).

4.

Lettuce – Salad Bowl
I grew “Salad Bowl”, a cut and come again variety, in a small raised bed in 2013. Ten plants
lasted all summer, producing a delicious and attractive lettuce.

MY FAILURES - But don’t let me put you off.
Carrot – Flyaway
Initially advertised as carrot fly resistant – it was not. A poor yield, with plenty of carrot root fly damage.
The advertisement has since been changed to “shows good tolerance to carrot fly, but is not resistant”.
Celeriac - Not worth growing. Looked good whilst growing, but when harvested was just stringy roots.
Chard -

Very pretty (green, red, yellow and white) but took a lot of room and was tasteless.
MY 2014 TRIAL VARIETIES (TEMPTING FATE ?)

1. Tomato “Tourance”
Recommended by D T Brown as a replacement for “Cedrico”
2. Climbing French Bean “Cobra”
3. Beetroot – “Red Ace”
4. Kale – Walking Stick (should help with the knees)

I wish you all the best for the 2014 gardening year
- have a go at something “new”
BILL CREW

THE GREAT GARLIC HEIST
A manhunt for smugglers of £8m worth of garlic
seemed like a classic April fool story! Two
Englishmen have allegedly been smuggling garlic
from China via Norway since 2009, thus
undermining the European garlic market.
They have not been found!
It seems incredible that we import any garlic at all
as, of all the veg one can grow in the UK, garlic
must be the most reliable and prolific. Planted in
November, each tiny clove will swell and grow into
a large bulb by the following September and can
be kept for use throughout the winter. Whether in
alkaline clay with an underlay or chalk, or in
Glynneath’s acid clay, which with years of
cultivation has become like black sand, garlic
seems to survive and thrive through cold springs
and wet summers.
Besides providing flavour, the health benefits are
said to be many and varied. Raw garlic is used to
treat the symptoms of acne and in concentrated
form can assist in managing high cholesterol.
It can be a natural mosquito repellent and is a
powerful antibiotic. In days gone by it was even
considered to help ward off plague and of course it
was vital in keeping Dracula at bay.

SLUG DETERRENT
Some months ago we
mentioned that sheep's
wool had been found
to be a slug and snail
deterrent.
We may have been sceptical
about this but the garden
centres are now selling
processed sheep's wool
for us to try out this year.
Anything’s worth a try.
Look out for it in the
January raffle.

We were delighted to see so many members at the
AGM in November, and to hear your ideas for the
Club in the coming year.
The Chairman, Bill Crew, thanked everyone for
their support over the past twelve months, and
stressed the importance of entering something in
the Horticultural Show, to keep entries up.
That could be one of our New Year resolutions for
2014 – to grow some flowers or make a cake to put
in the Show in September.

READ ALL ABOUT IT…….
We have a wide range of gardening books in our Club Library. Pick
one up at the start of the meeting, and keep it until next time we meet
in the Training Centre.

CWMGWRACH – RELIGION AND CLASS
When collecting the marquee from the Vicarage in
Resolven for the garden party last summer, the
conversation got round to some thoughts on
religion. Keith Edwards provided an insight into
religious differences in Cwmgwrach.
Several years ago, not being committed to
anything in particular, he was curious to know why
there were different religious groups in such a
small village, so he asked someone what the
difference was between the two chapels in
Cwmgwrach.
“Well” came the reply, “if you go to one, you’re
living tally, but if you go to the other, you’ve got a
housekeeper” .
Our lips are sealed as to which was which!

(That’s in addition to losing a bit of weight, getting
fitter etc, that most of us decide to do.)
Of course, OUR Show will bear no resemblance to
the one in the poem below!

THE LOCAL HORTICULTURAL SHOW
A HEAVENLY ODOUR FILLS THE TENT
THAT STRANGELY NON-COMITTAL SCENT
OF PARSNIPS, PEOPLE, GRASS AND SUN
AND ONIONS – ALL ROLLED INTO ONE.
IN EAGER QUEUES, WE GARDENERS TROT
TO SEE WHAT PRIZES WE HAVE GOT,
AND SWELL THE CHORUS OF DISSENT
THAT ROARS AND RATTLES ROUND THE TENT.
AMONG THE ROUNDABOUTS AND SWINGS
THE LOSERS THINK MOST DREADFUL THINGS:
AND MRS BROWN WAS HEARD TO SAY
SHE’D HAVE THE LAW ON MRS GREY.
I DON’T SUGGEST THAT MRS BROWN
BUYS ALL HER TURNIPS IN THE TOWN;
BUT THOUGH I DIG AND DIG AND DIG,
I CANNOT FIND ONE HALF AS BIG.
REGINALD ARKELL

th

Our first trip of the year was on 11 May to the National Botanic
Garden of Wales, when the Food Festival was taking place.
So despite a rather cold spring day, there was plenty to see and do
– and taste.

th

THE GARDEN PARTY: Our garden party this year was on 29 June, when Isobel’s garden looked as
stunning as usual.

TREDEGAR HOUSE,
NEWPORT
Saturday 20th July
This was our first visit to
Tredegar House, for more
than 500 years the home of
the Morgan family, which is
now run by the
National Trust.

The Gardens from the new
Community Building

The herbaceous borders

Our Friday
afternoon meeting
th
on 26 July took
the form of a short
history of the
Victoria Gardens
in Neath, and a
guided tour of the
Tree Trail.

How the other half lived

That’s how to grow yuccas
- en masse

THE GOWER SHOW
We decided this year to visit the Gower Show, which is held on the first
Sunday in August, in the grounds of Penrice Castle Park. It may not have
been the best idea we ever had, because the heavens opened that day, but if
you wore your wellies, there was plenty to see. A phenomenal amount of
work must go in to setting up the show, for just one day.

Not a scene from Dr Who but the
Mysteries of Beekeeping

The Main Ring – and lots of brollies
th

Our final trip of 2013 was to the RHS Show at Malvern, on 28 September.
I think this was the fourth time we have been to the autumn show, but no matter how often you go, you
never get to see it all, and the Three Counties Showground is a lovely setting for the Show. We must
all go our separate ways, and head for what interests us most, because you often don’t see anyone
from the coach until it is time to return home.

If you have to ask the price –
you can’t afford it

We are very grateful to Diane for organising the trips throughout the year.

Our autumn season in the Training Centre
started off really well, and we were delighted
to see so many members there.
Simon Goodenough, the Curator of
Horticulture at the National Botanic Garden
of Wales, gave us a brilliant presentation on
the history of the Garden and the work that
is still ongoing there.
In November, Joseph Atkin, the Head
Gardener at Aberglasney, presented a slide
show of the flowers that grow wild in South
Africa – things that we have to nurse along
in this country, like the agapanthus, which
grows in the ditches and threatens to push
up through the pavements!

In November 2013, we
had our most successful
AGM ever.
Thank you for coming
and letting us have your
ideas for the new year.
We received several suggestions for trips in 2014,
and it was decided to make a list of them so that you
can “vote” for four that you fancy. The list is
enclosed with this newsletter.
Could you please tick the four you would like, and let
us have it back. Maybe you could bring it to the
meeting on 24th January or if you can’t come that
day, email your choices to me and I will complete the
form for you.
My email address is margaretjcurtis@btinternet.com

SOUND AS A POUND
DISCOUNT STORE,
PET & GARDEN
SUPPLIES
Stephanie Williams
38 High Street, Glynneath

THE LAMB & FLAG
GLYNNEATH

NELSON’S COACHES
Tel: 01639 720308

Tel: 01639 721995
Weekly food offers:
OAP Menu
Tuesday & Thursday
12 – 3 pm

We do a wide variety of
day trips, so if you fancy
shopping,
Christmas Markets
or seeing a show

Carvery - £7.50
Sunday
12 – 5 pm

There is a trip you will
enjoy.

Tel: 01639 722444

GLYNNEATH ALLOTMENTS SOCIETY
The shop, which carries a wide range of garden products, will be re-opening in February
Wednesdays 2 - 3 pm and Saturday mornings 10 – 11 am
It is situated just inside the allotment gates in Llewellyn Street
You do not need to be a plot holder – it is open to everyone.

ACROSS THE MILES ……….
Quite a few people in the club have friends and relatives in
Australia, where it is now summer, and many people in
Glynneath know Marilyn Bittles (nee Phillips). Marilyn grew
up in the village and is an accomplished musician.
Marilyn and her husband Alan live in Perth, Australia and sent
these photos and a message for our newsletter.
“This is only part of the grapefruit harvest. We’ve had a
great citrus year, and lemons are available all year round.
The tomatoes are from a harvest a couple of years ago.”
Alan enjoyed the newsletter enormously and said, “This
Keith Edwards guy is winning everything”.
So Keith’s fame has spread!
“The other photo was taken in Burma, in an Anglican
church in the hills. I think the piano (yes, it is a piano)
had mice nesting in it!”

Well, we can’t compete with Marilyn on the grapefruit and
lemon stakes, but we can look forward to Spring and what
we can grow in our climate.
In the meantime we can all make a difference to the birds
and other wildlife in our gardens, by making sure there is a
ready supply of water and providing a variety of foods to
carry them through the winter.
The more types of food you
can put out, the greater variety
of birds you are likely to see.
We can also ensure that we plant
flowers and bushes that attract
butterflies, bees and other
beneficial insects.

We look forward to seeing you all
in the New Year.
Our first meeting is the QUIZ
th
at 1 pm on Friday 24 January
when you can renew your subscription
and vote for the trips you fancy.

