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Hello everyone
We hope you all had a pleasant Christmas and look forward to seeing you in the New Year.
Perhaps we will have some summer this time!

Our website address is: www.glynneathgardeningclub.com

Our first meeting of the New Year is at 7 pm on Wednesday 9th January, in the Training Centre,
when Peter Ryan will be giving a talk on “The Vegetable Garden”
This is also your opportunity to renew your membership for 2013. Membership will again be £12 per
year, but if you join by the end of January, then you need only pay £10.
So make one of your resolutions to join early. If you are able to persuade a friend to come along
with you before the end of January, then they can join for £10 as well.
Here’s to another successful Gardening Club year in 2013.
Isobel and Margaret

2013 – Programme for January to March
Wednesday
9th January

7 pm

Peter Ryan:
“The Vegetable Garden”
Renew your membership for
just £10

Friday
25th January

1.30 pm

Chris Day:
“A year growing at Rheola”
Membership renewal for £10

Wednesday
13th February
Friday
22nd February

7 pm
1.30 pm

Peter gave us a very interesting talk
last February on the use of different
fertilisers. So we welcome him back
for some more advice on growing
vegetables.

Mark Ashton:
“Growing Chrysanthemums”
Diane Gill: “FLORIADE 2012”
Diane’s pictures of Keukenhof
Gardens were stunning and
I am sure these will be too.

Wednesday
13th March

7 pm

Cuppa and a chat - Social
evening and a short gardening
dvd.

Friday
22nd March

1.30 pm

Surprise Topic:
Brecknock Wildlife Trust

Friday
28th April

1.30 pm

“Preparing for the Show”
Details to be confirmed.

THE FIRST MEETING OF 2013
IS AT 7 PM ON
WEDNESDAY 9TH JANUARY

Mark Ashton’s vase of sprays at Swansea
Chrysanthemum Society late show in 2011

WHAT IS FLORIADE?
The World Horticultural
Expo held in the
Netherlands from April to
October 2012, when the
city of Venlo turned 163
acres of land into a flower
park.
The event was
opened by Queen Beatrix.

GROWING TOMATOES THE CHARLES MAISEY WAY
(WITH SOME ENFORCED MODIFICATIONS)
Bill Crew
On the 14th April 2010, Charles Maisey visited our Club and gave us his talk on
“Growing and Showing Tomatoes”. I was so impressed with his presentation and
photographs that the next day I dug up my tomato plants, which I had
planted in conventional growbags 10 days previously, and attempted to follow
Charles’ method of growing.
However, he advocates digging a trench and filling it with 3-5 year old manure. As my greenhouse has a
concrete floor and I didn’t have any 3-5 year old manure, modifications were called for, and so the following
method was adopted:
-

Construct an open bottomless box using decking timber, 39 inches x 21 inches and 6 inches deep.
Fill with one bag (60 litres) of multi-purpose compost Vitax4.
Place a tomato planter (large 50 litre growbag) with 4 or 5 slits 24 inches long, cut on the bottom of
the planter, on top of the compost.
Cut the bottom off 3 plastic pots 9 inch diameter.
Cut 3 circles on top of the planter, the size of the bottom of the pots.
Press the 3 bottomless pots, 3 inches deep, into the planter.
Half fill the pots with multipurpose compost. (leaving space for more compost to be added as the
plant grows ).
Plant the tomato plants (about 7-8 inches tall) into the pots.
Place a cane in each pot to support plants as they grow.
Give the compost in the box a good soaking with water, ensuring there is good drainage under the
box. Do not add water directly to the planter. Add one gallon of water to each pot. No further water
will be required for at least two weeks.
After two weeks water the bottomless box. This compost must be kept damp at all times.
When the first fruit are the size of a pea start feeding the pots only.

FEEDING
Charles Maisey recommends feeding, when the fruit has set, with three different solutions at three-day intervals:
1 A stew of comfrey
2 Water in which soot has stood for some time.
3 Liquid sheep’s manure.
He claims that this method of feeding produces his outstanding show tomatoes. Because I did not have
Charles’ ingredients available (or more specifically, I was too lazy to look for them) I used commercial fertilizers.
I’ve tried
1 Tomorite tomato fertilizer
2 Miracle-Gro
3 Tomato seaweed fertilizer from the allotment
4 Doff tomato feed
All these to be used in May June and July
followed by a change to Chempak 4 in the first week of August.
In all cases I’ve used the fertilizers at half the manufacturers’ recommended concentrations but at twice the
frequency. All appear to give good performance.
I do not profess to grow tomatoes like Charles Maisey, but I have been delighted with the crops over the last
three years.

FREE ENTRY IN JANUARY
The National Botanic Garden of Wales is again offering free
entry in January. There will be three special event
weekends when the entry fee is just £2 (it normally costs
£8.50) but there is no charge for the rest of the month.
12th – 13th January
19th – 20th January
26th – 27th January

Antiques Fair
Woodcraft Weekend
Food Fair.

So why not go along – it would be a welcome change from
Christmas fare and television!

RHS SPRING SHOW – 21ST APRIL

THE GARDEN PARTY
WITH MUSIC………………

VISIT TO RHEOLA WALLED GARDEN
WITH GLYNNEATH HISTORICAL SOCIETY

CILGWYN LODGE
All those greens and not a hole to be seen!

DYFFRYN GARDENS – 30TH JUNE

………AND POND DIPPING

GOOD GROWING WEATHER AT LLWYNCYLL

One of the stunning borders at Cilgwyn Lodge

A SNAPSHOT OF 2012 LET’S MAKE 2013 AN EQUALLY SUCCESSFUL YEAR

ROUNDABOUTS
One might ask what one-way-gyratory-spotting and gardening have in common. Clive Greenaway, who
founded the Roundabout Appreciation Society, is of the view that UK roundabouts are so varied and
interesting because British people love plants and gardens. "There are some beautiful roundabouts with
sculptures, flower beds or interesting plants” he says. This quirky society meets in Dorset and organises
trips to outstanding or interesting roundabouts and produces an annual calendar. Roundabouts are a
source of pride to many.
The “magic roundabout” in Swindon (not a garden) is legendary and
residents are so proud of it that they have celebrated it on their t-shirts!
It. consists of five mini-roundabouts – which look chaotic, but in fact,
direct the traffic logically and without injury.

Some roundabouts are very cleverly designed with foliage in the centre and gaps so that drivers can see
through to the other side. Their eyes take in the plants, but also the oncoming traffic. Earlier this year,
protestors camped out on a roundabout in the Staffordshire market town of Leek for 17 days in support of
their roundabout, highlighted by its floral displays in summer and Christmas tree in winter. Unfortunately,
the local people lost their battle with the council and their roundabout “is a supermarket now”!
There is also a calendar for 2013 of the 12 best
Welsh roundabouts, one of which must surely be
the roundabout in the centre of Usk.

Leek, Staffs.

But we don’t have to go that far to see an attractive roundabout. The roundabout on the A470 Rhyd y Car
junction with its central spine of miniature pines surrounded by winter heathers is particularly attractive at
this time of year. Another is the roundabout featuring a stone wall and native trees on the A465. Some
roundabouts have been designed as wildflower meadows and although butterflies are likely to lose their
wings attempting to reach them, the odd moth may benefit if the traffic flow decreases at night.
One of the most unlikely examples of nature colonising man’s concrete jungle was the appearance of one
of the UK’s rarest orchids, which took root in the middle of Cardiff’s Coryton roundabout, one of the largest
in Europe. The species was so at home that two variants of the normally pink common spotted orchid
blossomed at the Coryton interchange. They were spotted amid the traffic noise by members of Cardiff
Naturalists Society and are thought to be the first examples of the orchid ever to take root in Wales. Used
only to seeing the hybrid in English counties like Wiltshire and Kent, people drove from as far afield as
Somerset to visit the surprisingly rich nature reserve, which is also home to rare insects.

Coryton Interchange – where the wild orchids grow

Surely it deserves a mention in next year’s Welsh calendar!

THE ASH TREE

The ash stree must have more folklore attached to it than any other tree besides the apple. One old saying has it
that if the ash produces no “keys”, a great disaster will occur. Evidence for this was said to have been
provided by the absence of keys during the year that Charles I was beheaded. An ancient ceremony at New Year
in the West Country involved burning ashen faggots hooped around with nine bands of the same tree.
Sports and games of all kinds also took place and the tradition is said to have come here with the Vikings.
It is hard to imagine what people would have thought if ash die-back disease had happened a hundred or more
years ago. Let’s hope that news of the demise of ash trees is greatly exaggerated. There is an indication that this
may be the case, as the journalist who first publicised the news misheard the information and reported that 30% of
trees were infected, whereas it was in fact 13% of saplings. A recent special edition of Costing the Earth on
Radio 4 was fairly pessimistic but concluded that the safest way to preserve species is to ensure diversity of
planting.
In the days when wood fires provided all the heating and cooking facilities for the majority of the population, it is
no wonder that the ash tree was venerated. Now, with many people opening up fireplaces and replacing or
supplementing central heating with wood and multi-fuel burners, knowledge of different woods is again helpful.
Some of the information in this rhyme from Sussex may be useful!
i
Beechwood fires are bright and clear,
If the logs are kept a year;
Chestnut only good they say,
If for long it’s laid away;
Make a fire of elder tree,
Death within your house shall be;
But ash new or ash old
Is fit for Queen with crown of gold.
Birch and fir logs burn too fast,
Blaze up bright and do not last;
Elmwood burns like churchyard mould –
E’en the very flames are cold;
But ash green or ash brown
Is fit for Queen with golden crown.
Poplar gives a bitter smoke,
Fills your eyes and makes you choke;
Apple wood will scent your room
With an incense-like perfume.
Oaken logs, if dry and old,
Keep away the winter’s cold;
But ash wet or ash dry
A King shall warm his slippers by.

Much of the folklore surrounding the robin centres on
explaining how its breast came to be red: while Jesus was
on the cross, a robin came to comfort him and was stained by
blood as it sang on his shoulder.

Both robins and swallows plucked thorns from Jesus’
crown. Consequently, a house was blessed if swallows
nested there, but cursed if they deserted it.

Hanging mistletoe on
the door of the house is
said to protect the
dwelling from fire while
hanging holly outside
the door protects it from
lightning.
Interestingly enough,
science has shown that
the spines on the holly
leaf actually act as tiny
conductors and protect
nearby trees and
dwellings from lightning
strikes.
A Mistletoe Card from 1900

"If the sun shone through the branches of
apple trees on Christmas Day, an abundant
crop of apples was foretold"

Holly brought into the
house during the
holidays is said to keep
evil away. Whoever
brought the holly into the
house first, husband or
wife, would rule the
roost for the year.

A BIG THANK YOU TO GRAHAM MORRIS
Graham stood down from the Club Committee at the
AGM because of other commitments, although he
remains a valued member.
It was not until we had our first committee meeting after
his resignation, that we fully appreciated the amount of
work that Graham had undertaken. Several members
have been needed to replace him to undertake routine
tasks. Besides his capacity for quietly covering an
enormous amount of ground, Graham has unusual gifts
of leadership. It is one thing to undertake work, but quite
another to initiate a new project and then motivate a
group, and create a well equipped and funded club of 70
members.
We would like to thank Graham for all his efforts in
establishing the Club and ensuring its continuity over the
last four years. His knowledge and professionalism
have provided the Club with a strong base which should
ensure its ongoing viability.
We would like to wish Graham and Jackie all the best for
the future, and if circumstances change, he would be
very welcome to return to the committee.
If you need to contact any committee members
Please feel free to do so.
The telephone numbers are:
Bill Crew
(Chairman) 01639 721724
Lyn James
(Vice Chairman) 01639 700556
Sylv Laker
(Secretary) 01639 721234
Diane Price
(Show Secretary) 01639 721034
David Stevens
(Treasurer) 01639 701831
Margaret Walters
(Librarian) 01639 720035
Susie Stevens
01639 701831
John Laker
01639 721234
Keith Edwards
01639 720745
Isobel Carter
(Programme Secy) 01639 720237
)
Margaret Curtis
) newsletter 01639 720518

The Annual General Meeting was held in the
Training Centre on Wednesday 14th November.
Graham was unable to continue this time,
but we are very pleased to welcome
Susie Stevens to the Committee.
Diane has said she is willing to continue as Show
Secretary and to organise the trips through the
year, but Sylv Laker is now the Secretary.
Isobel has offered to act as Programme
Secretary, responsible for obtaining speakers,
and she and Margaret will continue to produce
the newsletter.
We hope you enjoy this one, and if you have any
ideas for future editions, we would be delighted
to hear from you. You can email us:
Isobel:
Margaret:

brynbriallu@btinternet.com
margaretjcurtis@btinternet.com

WELCOME
Towards the end of 2012, when we held the
quiz afternoon, we were pleased to welcome
our newest member, Margaret Blake, and also
Pat Stenlake and her friend Pam.
A very warm welcome to you.
After the quiz, Pat was kind enough to send us
the following limerick:
Alone on my plot I go gardening
'Cos my family finds it so boring!
So I trolled the net
And there I met
Glynneath Gardening Club - so welcoming!
And here’s another one for good measure –
this time from Isobel:
Limericks are meant to be easy
Witty and short, that's the theory
But try as I might
I can't rhyme it right
And the content is weak, dull and dreary!

A VERY HAPPY
NEW YEAR TO EVERYONE

Does your garden look a bit like this?
The birds will love you for it.

