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Hello everyone 
 
It is with regret that I have to announce that David and Sue Stevens have resigned from the club 
and committee.  They have been with the club almost since it started, and David held the post of 
club Treasurer for many years until ill health forced him to resign last year. 

 
They were both very much involved with the Horticultural Show with David judging the heaviest and 
longest entries and Sue selling the programmes and raffle tickets on the door. 

 
Sue also aided and abetted Margaret to produce the Newsletter every three months.   Needless to 
say, both Sue and David will be very much missed by all on the committee and by the club.  It only 
leaves me to wish them both well for the future.        
                                                                                                                                  John (Chairman)                                                                                                              

APRIL -

JUNE  

2016 

 

Saturday 16 April - Trip to RHS Show in Cardiff  - more details on Page 2 

 

Friday 22 April  - MARK ASHTON, Dahlia grower and exhibitor from 

     Port Talbot.   

     Mark will give a talk and slideshow on the new types, 

     varieties and colours of dahlias that are now available. 

 

Saturday 21 May - Trip to the National Botanic Garden, Llanarthne. 

     (details overleaf) 

 

Friday 27 May  - Plant sale and swap, and a “Gardeners’ Question 

     Time” so have your questions ready, and Graham,  

     Elizabeth & Olwyn will attempt to answer them. 

 

Friday 24 June  - “Penllergaer Valley Woods Development” with  

     Brian, one of the volunteers,  on the restoration of 

     the estate. 

   

 FRIDAY MEETINGS ARE AT 1 PM IN THE TRAINING CENTRE 

We hope that, if you have not already done so, you will be renewing your membership for another 

year.  The subscription is just £10 a year, something that has not gone up! 

We look forward to seeing you at the meetings, and if you can persuade a friend to come too, that 

would be great.                         New members are always welcome. 

http://www.glynneathgardeningclub.com


 

   

John has agreed to arrange four trips for us in 2016,    

beginning with the RHS Spring Show in Cardiff. 

We will be travelling with a new coach company this 

year and each trip will be leaving Glynneath at 9 am. 
 

 

You can book your seat at the club meetings or by 

telephoning John on 01639 721234.  The fare is just for 

the coach as there are some special deals to be had by   

paying the entrance fee separately. 
2016 

 

SATURDAY 16TH APRIL 

RHS Spring Show 

Bute Park, Cardiff 

Leaving Glynneath (High St.) 

                        at 9 am.       Coach fare:  £10. 

If you get your tickets in advance 

entrance is £9,   or £12 at the gate. 

58 nurseries in the Floral Marquee and 

Plant Village; Show Gardens & over 100 stalls. 

Talks and demonstrations 

by Toby Buckland of  

Gardeners’ World, 

Schools’ wheelbarrow  

competition and much 

more 

 

SATURDAY  

21ST MAY 

National Botanic  

Garden of Wales 

 

Leaving Glynneath at 9 am        Coach fare:  £10 

Entry during May for parties of 10 or more 

is just £5 each    (Normal entrance fee is £8) 

A chance to catch up on the progress with 

the restoration project of the lake, cascades 

etc. 

There is a café in the Great Glasshouse, 

a restaurant and gift shop in the Stables Block 

and a Garden Centre near the entrance. 

HAMPTON COURT CASTLE  

& GARDENS, near HEREFORD 

SATURDAY 30TH JULY 

Coach fare:  £12 

Leaving Glynneath at 9 am 

Beautiful house and gardens 

Lunch available in the Orangery. 

Gift shop and plant sales. 

RHS AUTUMN SHOW 

THREE COUNTIES SHOWGROUND 

MALVERN. 

SATURDAY 24TH SEPTEMBER 
Leaving Glynneath at 9 am 

Coach fare:  £15 

Admission to the Show:  £16 

Loads to see and do - 

 

 

 

 

 

Demonstrations by TV chef:  Valentine Warner 

Garden tips from Joe Swift of Gardeners World 



 

   

   

GROWING VEGETABLES 

Some problems, some answers, some hope 

Growing vegetables can be a most satisfying and rewarding hobby.  However, when things go wrong you usually 

have to wait a year to try again. 

In recent years two major scientific developments have had a significant influence on vegetable gardening, one 

making things more difficult, and the other helping the amateur gardener.   

Firstly, the banning and withdrawal of some pesticides, insecticides, fertilisers and week killers, eg Bromophos, 

Sibol 2, copper bearing compounds (cancer risk), some high nitrogen fertilisers, and weed killers such as sodium 

chlorate (explosive-making materials). 

On the other hand, there have been major improvements, with many new varieties being introduced to help  

reduce problems and improve yields. 

The following are some examples of the problems, failures and successes  

experienced in the last few years. 

POTATOES  

The main crop on the allotment, normally giving excellent results.  However in some 

seasons blight strikes, attacking the above-ground foliage and turning it brown.   

Although some chemicals have been used in an attempt to control the disease, they 

are not generally successful.  However, all is not lost, - a variety of potato  

“Sarpo Mira” is claimed to be resistant to blight. 

RUNNER BEANS 

Not many problems, but sometimes poor pollination (a shortage of bees?)   In 

the past few years a new variety “Moonlight” , a cross between a runner bean 

and a french bean, has given excellent results.  It is self-pollinating, stringless, 

with white flowers and beans, and comes slightly later than most varieties.   

The  sister (brother) of Moonlight called “Firestorm” with red flowers, will be tried 

this year. 

 

Moonlight. 

 

BRASSICAS 

The main problem is club root.  Club-resistant varieties such as: 

              cabbage:  Kiliton/Kilaxy  

              cauliflower:  Clapton           

              sprouts:  Crispus      give excellent results.  

  

All other varieties benefit from the treatment outlined in the April 2014  

newsletter.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

ONIONS                                                                                                                                                        

Growing onions is relatively simple, especially from sets.  However, they are  

susceptible to downy mildew, a disease of the foliage caused by a fungal organism.  

It is spread from plant to plant by airborne spores. 

There are no effective fungicides available to the amateur gardener.   

In the last few years a variety of onion called “Santero” which is resistant to downy 

mildew has given good results. 

 

“Good gardening in 2016” 

                                           BILL CREW 

Cauliflower Clapton 

Santero 



 

   

 

   
 

GARDENING AT  
  PENRHIW 

  
OLWYN HAZLETON 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Although to describe what goes on up here as “gardening” is perhaps a pompous term! A very novice 
gardener when we first arrived here almost 31 years ago, I have to admit to remaining “horticulturally 
challenged”. It doesn’t help either being somewhat of a fair weather gardener – and when is it not “too 
cold, too wet, too windy” up here? Only rarely am I heard to offer “too hot” as an excuse. 
 
The house and garden are located up the hill 
above the old  Pont Walby Halt and our original 
access was up the steep incline under the old 
railway bridge on the right hand side of the road 
after Ynys-y-Nos to the left and just past the two 
houses on the right of the bend that leads to Pont 
Walby Viaduct.  
 
The earliest documented evidence of the house 
and garden that I have found so far is in the Tithe 
Map and Apportionments of 1844 for the Parish 
of  Ystradyfodwg in the County of Glamorgan 
where the house is shown to be occupied 
by one  William Powell with the landowner being 
Walter de Winton. The 1841 census shows that 
there were 20 or so households in the place  
designated as “Penrhiw” in the Hamlet of Rhigos.   
 
The remains of these dwellings are still just about visible up the track. Addresses are not given in the 
census, but there is the household of one William Powell, aged 60, a farmer, together with  
Elizabeth aged 55, David aged 15, Margaret 25, Thomas aged 10 and William, aged 20. Is this the same 
William Powell as in the Tithe Apportionments? I’m not sure how they would react to all the  changes 
brought about over the years, but I fancy they would thoroughly approve of the changes  introduced    
during our custody, most notably improved access by car, mains water, gas central heating, internet   
access and a wine cellar that has taken over from the old coal house. 
 
As for the garden, well I am sure the Powells would sympathise with the challenges posed by the  
exposed location (looking down into the valley and across the dual carriageway we can see the weather 
coming in from Neath as it decides to obscure the wind turbines on the hill opposite; with the Rhigos up 
above, the blasts of wind swoop over from the Rhondda; at the back of the house the mist settles in the 
Gwrelych valley, on occasions happily masking the opencast mine; when we’re lucky we do catch sight 
of some of the Brecon Beacons peaks.)  
 
There are 3 levels to the front and side garden with the top level on a bit of a slope. I like to think of the 
Powells having a vegetable garden, but I’ve yet to find the spot where their digging improved the soil to 
any depth, clay quickly being exposed. Digging out sections of the clay and replacing it with good organic 
material has left that flat area waterlogged after periods of rain. Fortunately, the eucalyptus, a hebe and 
a clump of deep red aquilegia seem to tolerate those  conditions (the border of lavender soon gave up 
the ghost).  



 

   

 
What Mrs Elizabeth Powell did not have to contend with was the two Adrians (the husband and the   
builder) who share a passion for ponds and who, over the years, have conspired to dig them out during 
my absence from home. I returned from one French exchange to find a hole (and a mound) at the far end 
of the flat front bit.  Ensuing discussions about the wisdom of lining the pond might still be ongoing, but 
nature has taken the matter in hand by transforming it into a bog garden where yellow flags and reed 
maces thrive and where newts, toads and other pond life have found a home.  

 
The second “water feature” was much more ambitious. I knew it 
was going to happen, but was stunned on my return from a 
course in Llandrindod to find that it covered virtually the whole 
width of the flat, front section and came complete with bridge 
across (too brutalist for a Monet-esque effect, but I am            
persevering with training a passion flower plant across the struts). 
 
The larger pond (mercifully lined) has become a major feature of 
the bottom section.  We have finally devised a system of wiring 
around and across to deter the heron from helping himself to too 
many fish (he’s welcome to a few) and, last year, we were graced 
with the visit from a kingfisher who, after gazing down into the 

water from the bridge’s supports, moved to the lower structure around the edge and offered us the  
amazing sight of the blue feathers on his back.   
 
The frogs’ frenetic activity and their subsequent spawn provides a reassuring sign that spring is really on 
its way. Certain waterlilies don’t seem to mind the pond freezing over and their pads provide welcome 
shade for the different variety of fish and they are undoubtedly a source of pleasure when, after a hard 
day’s “work” in the garden, there comes the well-earned glass of white whilst enjoying the evening sun 
sitting on the bench on the upper section overlooking the pond.  
 
I am sure Mrs (and even Mr) Powell would approve! 
 
With only a hint of irony, the sloping upper section of the garden – 
through the arch - was designated as the (would-be) vegetable 
patch to be nurtured and tended on organic principles. It was never 
intended to provide for a family throughout the year, more to sup-
ply that wonderful buzz that comes from harvesting anything that 
has grown in one’s own plot. So what if hours of digging, sowing,    
staking and weeding produce just three or four meals of broad 
beans? I don’t like them much any way! I much prefer my potatoes, 
peas and French beans. And if the celeriac turns out to be the size 
of a golf ball, not even a tennis ball, never mind;  there’s been the 
pleasure of kneeling in the fresh air and getting stuck in.  
 
However, increasingly long periods of neglect (pressures of work?) 
led to the inevitable resurgence of brambles and the spread of the roots of elm trees. Realistically, the 
patch was never going to be maintained as a thriving vegetable patch and the solution seemed to be to 
get it cleared and plant some fruit trees. There could be smaller spaces for vegetables between the trees. 
We eventually decided upon a couple of Conference pear trees, a James Grieve and a Discovery for the 
apples (according to the book “an excellent choice, especially for a difficult site”) and, to satisfy a certain 
person’s whims, a quince and a medlar. With the progress of the latter it will be a while before we “scoop 
out with a spoon the flesh that has turned brown, soft and sweet after being picked in November and then 
allowed to decay (‘blet’) for several weeks”.  
 
There are still the brambles (and countless other weeds) to contend with, but, as much as the thrill of   
enjoying the fruit, what gives the greatest pleasure are those days when the blossom is out, the bees are 
around doing their job, a lizard scuttles along the wall, the buzzards are swooping above with their    
plaintive mewing call and, in the gentle breeze, there’s the wonderful promise of fruitful times to come.                  

       Olwyn 



 

   

 

 

CHOOSING THE RIGHT PLANTS 

 

People often buy plants on impulse but here is a list of 

things you might want to consider in choosing plants 

before you buy. 

 

 - deciduous / evergreen 

   - hardiness 

  - flower colour 

  - foliage colour spring / autumn 

  - bark or stem colour 

  - fruit / berries 

  - plant shape and form 

  - eventual size; height x width x depth 

  - aspect / position, north, south, east or west 

  - soil type; clay / loam, moist / dry 

  - soil ph; acidic, neutral or alkaline 

  - flowering time 

  - fruiting time 

  - fragrance of flower / foliage 

  - speed of growth 

  - support required or not 

  - vertical / horizontal interest 

  - maintenance / pruning regime 

  - whether parts of plant poisonous. 

 

Good luck!                    Graham       

 

ROY’S FRUIT & VEG. 

 

FRESH FRUIT AND VEG. 

FOR YOUR “FIVE A DAY” 

If you grow your own 

we have compost & manure. 

 

56 High Street, Glynneath 

Tel:  07502 542835 

SOUND AS A POUND 

DISCOUNT STORE, 

PET & GARDEN SUPPLIES 

Food for your pets. 

and the birds in your garden. 

 

Excellent selection of 

greetings cards 

Bedding plants and 

everything for the 

gardening season. 

 

STEPHANIE WILLIAMS 

38 HIGH ST, GLYNNEATH 

Tel:  01639 722444 

 

GLYNNEATH & CWMGWRACH 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 

Wednesday 6th April at 7 pm 

in Glynneath Training Centre: 

“Thomas Woodward AKA Tom Jones” 

by Mr Phil Davies 

************** 

 

Wednesday 4th May at 2 pm: 

Guided tour around Neath Abbey 

with Mr John Richards 

*************** 

For more information the website is: 

www.glynneathhistory.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

What do 

you like best about Spring?  

The very first wild flowers when 

you are out walking – the brilliant 

shiny yellow petals of the 

celandine. 

When you see things coming up after lying dormant all 

winter.  I have found some bronze fennel I’d forgotten. 

The first rhubarb pie or crumble of the season. 

Friday evenings with Monty Don back on TV in 

Gardeners’ World. 

 

Hearing the cuckoo, and seeing the first swallows.   

                                                                

                                                                          Margaret 


