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Hello everyone 

As we reach the end of 2015, we look back over the last 12 months. Once again it has been a 

busy year for our Gardening Club. Lots of interesting speakers, some visiting us for the first 

time; four coach trips, all memorable in their own way; yet another successful Horticultural 

Show; and an enjoyable Christmas social get together with a lovely buffet provided.  I am edit-

ing this newsletter as Margaret Curtis has, very sadly, lost her husband Mike who died sudden-

ly at home on 10th December. I know the Club committee and members would wish to extend 

their sympathy and condolences to Margaret as this difficult time. It is a hard task for me to car-

ry out the role normally undertaken by Margaret, helped by Sue, as she always produces such 

a professional newsletter featuring such interesting articles. I will do what I can.    Graham 

 DAY TRIPS IN 2016 

Following consultation with members the committee 

has decided 

that two of the 

day trips for 

2016 will be the 

RHS Spring Show at Cardiff in April and the 

RHS Autumn Show at Malvern in September.  

Diary for 1 January to 31 March 2016 

1.00pm on Friday 22nd January. Carolanne Bernado, the Divisional Officer of the 

Aberpergwm Division of St. Johns’ Ambulance, will be giving a talk on ‘First aid in the 

garden’. From bruises to broken bones you will find out what best to do if someone is 

hurt, based on Carolanne’s expert advice. 

1.00pm on Friday 26 February. Graham will be showing colourful slides and giv-

ing a talk on ‘Jardines de Alfabia y La Granja, Mallorca’ . You will see a different side 

to the island of Mallorca with views of some stunning gardens. 

1.00pm on Friday 18 March. Note the earlier meeting date due to the 2016 Easter 

holiday. ‘Watching birds in your garden’ a talk and slide show with Amanda Skull of 

the British Trust for Ornithology. If you didn’t know all the types of birds visiting your 

garden before, you will after this talk. Amanda is a Garden Bird Watch Ambassador. 

http://www.glynneathgardeningclub.com


 

   

HANDY HINTS & TIPS 

In the garden: 

1. To stop slugs getting into 

 pots, smear the outside of 

 pots with petroleum jelly or 

 WD40. 

2. Vinegar kills grass on walks 

 and driveways — but doesn’t 

 harm pets or wildlife 

3. Put a ball of string in a small 

clay pot and pull the string 

through the drainage hole - 

turn the pot upside down and 

you will not lose the string as 

you pull on it. 

4. Waste not, want not: 

Use cardboard from toilet or kitchen 

rolls, egg boxes or yoghurt pots to 

start off your seedlings.   

A tea or coffee bag in the bottom of 

the pot will stop compost falling 

through. 

                           Pat Stenlake 

            **********************  

If you are buying new secateurs, 

don’t get green ones—you’ll never 

find them.                  

                         Margaret Walters 

 ********************** 

In the kitchen: 

I discovered quite by accident the 

other day, that you can cook a steak 

and kidney pudding in a slow cooker 

instead of in a saucepan on top of the 

stove.  It’s easier to see if the water 

needs topping up (about half way up 

the pudding dish) and there is less 

steam in the kitchen. 

It was delicious, though I say it  

myself.                       

                          Margaret C. 

If you have any hints or tips you 

would like to include in the next  

newsletter we would be delighted to 

have them. You can let us have them 

at a meeting or email them to Marga-

ret or Sue at: 

margaretjcurtis@gmail.com  

dste4321@gmail.com  

    

At our 2015 Annual General Meeting 

we were sorry to see Bill Crew step 

down as Club Chairman and from the 

Club management committee.            

Bill had served as Chairman since Oc-

tober 2008 and helped to steer the 

Club through the early years using his 

vast management experience to con-

tribute to its ongoing success. With his support and encouragement the 

Club took over the running of the Glynneath & District Horticultural 

Show helping to ensure it continues to survive as an important annual 

community event, as it has done since 1984. We wish Bill well for the 

future and thank him for all that he has done for the Club. 

John Laker has taken on the role of Club Chairman, having served as a 

committee member for a number of years. John will continue to man-

age the Club day trips, much to the relief of those on the committee! 

   www.glynneathgardeningclub.com 

Our club website has been up and running since April 2012 and 

Margaret currently edits the site. We set the site up ourselves with 

a little free help from a specialist organisation. The site costs us 

just under £20 a year in rent. It can be updated at any time and text 

and photographs added  Since its inception, 1976 people (visitors) 

have looked at the site and the web pages have been viewed 7334 

times. Visitors are largely from the UK, but we have seen interest 

from Brazil and the USA where 220 and 67 people respectively 

have seen it.  One person even searched for our site using the 

terms ‘botanical garden in glynneath’ …...wouldn’t that be some-

thing? From the site statistics we also know that 9.00pm on a 

Wednesday is the most popular time that the site is viewed and this 

year’s viewings at 958 are up 25%. Our club is a global entity, isn’t 

the technology amazing! 

Actually, on the subject of Botanical Gardens you may wish to note 

that there is free admission to the 

National Botanic Garden of Wales at 

Llanarthne during January 2016. 

There are events taking place there 

every weekend during January.           

For more information have a look at 

their website  

www.gardenofwales.org.uk  

JANUARY 1982 SNOWFALL                              

Remember the heavy snow of 1982?  

This is how the bottom of Heathfield  

Avenue, Glynneath looked at the 

time.  



 

   

VERSAILLES IN MAY 

Elizabeth Belcham 
 

You need to spend more than a day at Versailles. It is 2000 acres and 26 miles of paths with Marie Antoinette’s  
estate, the Petit and Grand Trianon at the far end of the site.  
 
Louis XIV employed the famous “Le notre” to design his gardens, in a most inauspicious swamp. As he spent 72 
years on the throne, he had time and resources to maintain the impetus to complete his project. 
 
Laid out according to the style of the Italian renaissance two hundred years earlier, which had evolved in France, 
this epitomises the French formal style. Nature is controlled and contrived, formalised and compartmentalised 
into gardens and groves. The visitor is directed from area to area along straight paths which offer in the distance a 
view, or an attraction - a statue or a fountain to draw you there.  

 
From the Gallery of mirrors the view down the central axis is across two formal ponds to the central “Grand Canal” 
and was designed so that the setting sun was reflected from the water into the mirrored ballroom, adding to the 
golden effect of the Sun King. 

 
 
From the terrace with two ponds, a 
flight of steps takes you down to a  
magnificent fountain, unfortunately 
under reconstruction when I visited. 
 
 

 
A long sloping lawn down to the next pool and fountain, is called Le Tapis 
Vert, - the green carpet- and is sacrosanct – no one is allowed to walk on 
it. There are over 80 acres of lawn and if you DARE to put a foot on the 
grass, a park warden blows their whistle at you and shouts!  At the 
bottom of the slope is the Apollo Fountain.  

 

The lawn between the Apollo Foun-
tain and the basin at the head of the 
Grand Canal was also off-limits, but 
the canal and its banks were open to 
public use. The Grand Canal which 
took eleven years to build, is bisected 
by another canal; to the right it terminates at Le Grand Trianon. 
 

There are 55 ponds and fountains, and these offer 620 water effects, fed 
through some 20 miles of water pipes. When Louis XIV walked around there 
was a signal to the gardeners to turn on the fountain he was headed towards 

and turn off the one he had left, as there was not enough water to keep them all playing. Even now the fountains 
are only switched on at the weekends, for a set time, and without those playing, half of the dramatic effect is lost.  

 

The groves or ‘Bosquet’ are not as complete as they would have been originally.  
The trimmed trees are relatively young, and offer welcome shade. They are of  
differing species- one walk may be lime, another beech.  
 
There are 25 miles of hedged walkways. The site was affected by a massive storm 
in 1990 which brought down 835 of the original 300 year old trees in 9 of the 
groves, and massive replanting has been undertaken to restore the effect.  
 
There is no entry into these enclaves of woods, and there is trellis work to  
define the edges.  



 

   

VERSAILLES  IN MAY (continued) 

Trellis–like timbers are also used to create the covered walk- 
way structures in the grove of Encelade, the giant. This is a  
spectacular fountain, as the golden figure erupts into life.  
And woe betide you if you attempt to sit on the grass terraces!  
The whistle blows! 

 
 

 
The Grove of the Three Fountains, was inspired by Louis XIV himself, and laid out 
on three levels; the King who suffered from gout could be wheel-chaired around 
it!  
 
The walls were covered in sedum on top.  
Topiary of course is everywhere, as well as 
pleaching. There are 700 topiary items in 67 
different forms. 
 

 
 
 
 
The Mirror Fountain had fountains that were programmed to change, 
classical music played, and the fountains “danced”. Adjacent to this was 
The King’s Garden, with an obelisk;  it had almost an English garden feel 
to it. 
 
One grove under reconstruction, part of an on-going renovation, was  
supported by the American Friends of Versailles. 
 

Seven acres of formal parterres to the left of the house include the Orangerie at 150 m long, which was built even 
before work began on the palace. Here there are 1500 trees in boxes, 900 of which are orange trees. All of these 
have to be replaced indoors every winter.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Orangerie photos by Rosemary J Whittaker 

 

Elizabeth Belcham 

What people have said about gardening…….. 

The greatest gift of the garden is the restoration of the five senses.                                                                                                                          

God made rainy days so gardeners could get the housework done. 

No two gardens are the same. No two days are the same in one garden.  



 

   

 Will this come back again next year?  - Part 4 (the finale) 
 
I found the owners of the small plant nursery near Newent that I had come across by pure chance in 
1999 to be very friendly and helpful. Soon I discovered they had another nursery nearby and there I 
found an even greater selection of plants to choose from.  I was like a kid in a sweet shop!  
 
It was impossible for me to grow summer bedding plants at home due to the sheer volumes and ranges 
involved, so this additional source would prove invaluable to my business, enabling me to meet demand 
from customers at the peak selling times from May to June each year. Calling weekly, I soon built up a 
good rapport with the nursery owners, Doug and Richard, and in no time at all I joined them for regular 
tea breaks and got to know them well.  
 
I would usually allocate one day each week to set off on a plant buying trip to Newent.  During peak  
selling times I would call at other specialist nurseries in and around Newent where I would buy herbs, 
clematis, alpines and perennials. I always selected the plants I wanted to buy and never left the choice to 
others. This approach was much more time consuming but meant the plants I bought were of the quality I 
wanted and as a result I had very little wastage.  
 
By 2003 I had established a more regular business routine: Selection of stock and loading my trailer up 
with plants on Mondays, Brecon market all day selling on a Tuesday, off-loading plants on Wednesdays, 
Newent all day buying plants on a Thursday, off-loading plants bought on Friday and then selecting stock 
to take to other events to sell on Saturdays and sometimes Sundays.  Around all of this I still had to or-
ganise at home the seed sowing, potting on, taking cuttings, nurturing stock, watering etc.  I did have 
help at home from two people part time for a few days a week during the growing season or else I would 
not have been able to cope. 
 
I mentioned before about the long hours spent working at Brecon market hall but as the business grew 
the hours spent working at home also increased. Even the buying day at Newent got longer and longer.  
Sometimes I had to work at the nursery until 9 pm and stay at Newent overnight in bed & breckfast. By 
this time my planning and organising skills were being tested to the limit.  
 
By 2006 it became clear I could not carry on working the long hours I was in the business and the deci-
sion was taken to cease trading the following year. This was a very difficult decision for me having built 
the business up from scratch.  I did think of selling the business but this would have involved selling our 
home, something we did not wish to do. Unfortunately, due to the casual basis of trading at Brecon  
market,  my business there could not be sold. In mid-July 2007 I worked my last day at Brecon market.  
Some of my loyal customers there were upset - it was a difficult day all round. 
 
I guess everything comes to a natural end and my business was no exception. The years spent trading 
were the best working years of my life, despite the long hours. I was my own boss, did things the way I 
wanted and fulfilled a long standing ambition, working in an area that I enjoyed immensely.  I met many 
interesting people and I have many happy memories. None of this would have been possible without the  
continued support of Jackie, my wife, and I am immensely grateful to her for her patience and under-
standing. 
 
Eight years on and I still visit the nursery at Newent where I spent so many happy hours, at least once a 
year. I have enjoyed a long standing friendship with Richard, one of the owners, and we usually have 
four “away days” a year when we meet up. We share a passion for horticulture and over the years have  
visited many gardens. And to think, had I not driven into his nursery to turn my vehicle around, our paths 
would never have crossed and my business would not have been as successful. Who says luck plays no 
part in life?  I do hope you have enjoyed reading about this chapter in my life. 

Graham Morris 

FLORAL QUIZ try these questions, answers on the next page. EXAMPLE The whole universe = Cosmos                                

1. Sad ringers      2. Remember me 3. Mug of margarine       4. Truth       5 . Evaporated milk      6. Wed the metal    

7. Part of the eye       8. Sound of Music favourite      9. Elderly headgear      10. Capital pleasure                                                     



 

   

 

SOUND AS A POUND 

DISCOUNT STORE, 
PET & GARDEN SUPPLIES, 

Food for your pets and the 
birds in your garden. 

 
Excellent selection 
of greetings cards 

 

Stephanie Williams 
38 High Street, Glynneath 

Tel:  01639 722444 

ROY’S FRUIT AND VEG. 

We have moved to new 
premises round the corner 

from Jann’s Diner 

 

As well as fruit and veg  
(for your 5 a day)  

we now stock wet fish. 

 

56, High St, Glynneath 

Tel:  07502 542835 

GLYNNEATH & CWMGWRACH 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Wednesday 6 January at 7 pm  

in Glynneath Training Centre 

Glyn Davies & Graham Morris  

Everyone welcome  

£2 admission for non members.  

For more information visit 

www.glynneathhistory.co.uk 

Slideshow of old pictures of 

Glynneath and Cwmgwrach 

CLUB COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2015/16 

John Laker, Chairman and Trips Organiser - phone 721234 

Olwyn Hazelton, Treasurer - phone 722291 

Elaine Parry, Secretary - phone  01639 730344 

Graham Morris, Meetings Programme Organiser - phone 722105 

Margaret Curtis, Website, Publicity and Newsletter - phone 720518 

Other members of the committee :- 

Ann Davies, Pat Dryden, Keith Edwards, Sylv Laker,                                                           

Pat Stenlake, David Stevens, Sue Stevens and Carol Williams. 

FLORAL QUIZ ANSWERS  1. BLUEBELLS    2. FORGET ME NOT    3. BUTTERCUP    4. HONESTY     5. CARNATION                        

6. MARIGOLD    7. IRIS     8.  EDELWEISS    9.  GRANNY’S BONNET     10.  LONDON’S PRIDE. 

SOME EARLY SPRING FLOWERING SHRUBS 

Clockwise from top left               

Jasmine Nudiflorum,                   

Viburnum Tinus,                             

Clematis Freckles                             

Hamamelis                              

Hellebore                                 

Chaenomeles 


